


New vocabulary in Sociology (Religion)

	Chrismukkah
	

	Christianese
	

	Diabology
	

	Entheogen
	

	Godcasting
	

	God helmet
	

	Knee-mail
	

	Matzoh Ball
	

	Neo-creo
	

	Neurotheology
	

	Pope
	

	Prayer beeper
	

	Prayer warrior
	

	Soul proprietor
	

	Sportianity
	

	Talibanisation
	

	Theocon
	


Definitions

1.  See box
	Chrismukkah (KRIS.muh.kuh) n. A holiday celebration that combines elements of both Christmas and Hanukkah, particularly in households that have both Christian and Jewish members.

Example Citations:
TiVos are working overtime at 9 p.m. because of this mammoth matchup: ABC's The Bachelor vs. NBC's The West Wing vs. CBS' The King of Queens vs. Fox's The O.C. While the three vets notched nice Nielsens (Nos. 18, 16, and 27), let's also give props to the new kid for crashing the top 40 in 18-to-49. "This network has been looking for its next 90210," says Beckman. "The O.C. is multigenerational. It has strong parental figures. And it's got a bunch of hot teens who are on the pages of everything." Happy Chrismukkah, guys.
—Dan Snierson, "Legends of the Fall," Entertainment Weekly, December 19, 2003 

—"Do they know it's Chrismukkah?," RollingStone.com, December 11, 2003 

Earliest Citation:
Osheroff, 31, said: "I want to give our children the best of both worlds. We'll have Hanukkah and we'll have Christmas. We'll celebrate Passover and Easter." 

She said others in her family celebrate "Hallmark holidays with Easter bunny and Santa ... but with Dan's family and background, I would like my children to know the religious holidays." 

Their vow of shared holidays has already led to their "Chrismukkah" tree, the December pine tree decorated with the star of David and other Hanukkah symbols as well as Christmas ornaments.
—Mary Adamski, "Couple’s engagement brings twist of faiths," Honolulu Star-Bulletin, March 27, 1999 




2.  See box:

	Christianese noun. A language or linguistic style that is understood only by, or appeals only to, practicing Christians. 

Example Citation:

"Kutz and many other pastors prefer to share uplifting yet realistic stories about how faith has helped people through trying times. Marsh says it is especially important not to preach the Easter message in "Christianese,'' using obscure biblical terms and references."
—Dave Schleck, "A Time of New Beginnings," Daily Press, April 12, 1988 




3. See box:

	Diabology noun. The study of the Devil and his role in religion, culture, and psychology.


4. See box:

	Entheogen (en.THEE.oh.jun; TH as in thin) n. A drug or other substance that engenders a deeply spiritual experience.
—entheogenic adj. 

Example Citations:

Ken Tupper, a master's student in education at Simon Fraser University who wrote his thesis on the educational properties of psychedelic or "entheogenic" plants and chemicals, is philosophical about the secular use of what was once strictly a sacred plant. He feels strongly that the plant should remain legal: "Basically, we've seen the results of prohibition. It tends to exacerbate the problem, rather than solve it. If we look at the broader cultural context of drug use, the only thing that really regulates [it] is social mores... teaching people responsible use and respect for what they're using. 

"Telling them not to do it — it's like the classic example of the forbidden fruit." 

As for why academics call psychedelics "entheogens," Tupper says, "The term 'psychedelic' connotes the art, music and cultural milieu of the '60s. It doesn't capture the traditional uses of shamanic plants such as the ayuashca, peyote, or Salvia divinorum. Entheogen is derived from Greek. Literally, it translates to 'giving birth to the divine within.'"
—Jennifer Moss, "Salvia slips into our consciousness," Vancouver Sun, September 20, 2003 

Boire argued that much of the motivation for the war on drugs is an attack on "entheogenic" drugs (roughly, God evoking) that provoke "transcendent and beatific states of communication with the deity." 

With this point, Boire lends his argument to a growing movement of Americans devoted to the use of entheogens. One branch of this movement calls itself "neo-shamanistic" and seeks out shamanic inebriants that have been used for centuries. They cite examples like peyote cactus and psilocybin mushrooms among Native Americans, ibogaine among indigenous Africans, soma in India and ayahuasca in the Amazonian rain forest. 

Others are just spiritual seekers who argue that criminal sanctions on the use of these psychoactive sacraments restrict their religious freedom. Some make the argument that the state takes its cue from organized religions, which historically have demonized entheogens because they lessen the need for a clergy to connect God to humanity.
—Salim Muwakkil, "A new opposition front in the drug war," Chicago Tribune, January 20, 2003 

Earliest Citation:
The ceremonial use of psychoactive plants played a major role in the religious life of a great many Mesoamerican societies at the time of contact. The Spanish succeeded in eradicating the practice virtually everywhere they encountered it. Despite this persecution, the ritual use of entheogens did survive in the covert healing ceremonies of village shamans in a few locations in the highlands of Oaxaca, Mexico.
—Bret Blosser, "The return of the peyoteros," Whole Earth Review, June 22, 1992 




5. See box:

	Godcasting pp. Podcasting an audio feed with a religious message. Also: Godcasting.
—godcast n.
—godcaster n. 

Example Citations:

Welcome to "godcasting," in which churches use video and iPod technology to create virtual sermons that range from amateur to Emmy-award quality. Then, the "godcasts" are delivered to adherents gathered anywhere — from a grocery store converted to an auditorium to a local movie theater.


—Patrik Jonsson, "'Godcasting:' Love that new-time religion," The Christian Science Monitor, May 18, 2006 

Back in this country, Easter sermons are often a pastor's best chance to impress potential new members of his or her church, people who show up on Easter, but don't attend services regularly. In the past, preachers went to the bookshelves to help shape their messages. Many still do, but an increasing number have found inspiration from the internet in the form of religious podcasting or they call it Godcasting.


—Michelle Norris, "Sunday Sermons, No Longer Unplugged," All Things Considered (NPR), April 14, 2006 

Earliest Citation:

Sydney's St Barnabas Anglican Church is making the sermons for the last three years available for download as MP3 files, according to news.com.au. The only problem is, God doesn't have the best bandwidth, and the server seems to be unavailable.
—"Godcasting," Gadget Lounge, October 29, 2004 




6. See box:

	God helmet n. A headpiece that simulates a religious or spiritual experience by stimulating certain areas of a person's brain using electromagnetic waves. 

Example Citations:
The two nuns experienced intense bursts of alpha waves in the brains, common in a reflective and relaxed state such as meditation. They also had intense activity in the left occipital region at the back of the brain — which is not what the scientists were expecting in the wake of research by Michael Persinger, a controversial researcher at Laurentian University in Sudbury who has developed the so-called God helmet. He uses the device to stimulate the right side of the brain, including the parietal lobe, with low-level electromagnetic radiation. In 80 per cent of subjects, this induces the sensation that there is a presence in the room. Many weep and say they feel God nearby.
—Anne McIlroy, "Hard-Wired for God," The Globe and Mail, December 6, 2003 

The findings suggest that our attitudes to religion are underpinned by biology -that some brains are physically built to be more receptive to divine thought, and that this explains why religion induces apathy in some and fervour in others. One scientist has even built a kind of "God helmet" — a headset that can induce the feeling of an unseen presence by bathing the temples in electromagnetic fields.
—Anjana Ahuja, "God on the brain," The Times of London, April 17, 2003 

Earliest Citation:
God lives somewhere in the temporal and parietal lobes of the brain, along with aliens, angels and dead relatives. To find them at home, put on Michael Persinger's God helmet and ring their doorbells with a magnetic buzz. ... 

Persinger, head of the Neuroscience Research Group at Sudbury's Laurentian University, is one of a growing number of scientists around the world exploring what physically occurs in the brain during a religious or mystic experience and how to imitate the stimuli that cause those experiences to occur. 

He uses a modified motorcycle helmet or a head-circlet device nicknamed the Octopus that contain solenoids — coils of wire — which create a weak but complex magnetic field over the brain's right-hemisphere parietal and temporal lobes. ... 

Persinger reports that at least 80 per cent of his subjects experience a presence beside them in the room, a sentient intelligent being, or — if they are inclined to atheism — a oneness with the universe.
—Michael Valpy, "Is God all in our heads?," The Globe and Mail, August 25, 2001 




7. See box:

	Knee-mail (NEE.mayl) n. A prayer, especially one said while kneeling. Also: kneemail, knee mail. 
—v. knee-mail. 

Example Citation:

Sign spotted outside the Church of Christ in Mountlake Terrace: "God Answers Knee-mail." 
—Jean Godden, "Ballard loyalists unite," The Seattle Times, May 29, 2002 

Earliest Citation:

There was a sign by a church. It said, "God Answers Knee Mail." That's because some people kneel when they pray.
—"Show me, thank you, I know," The Christian Science Monitor, October 3, 2000 




8. See box:

	Matzoh Ball (MAWT.suh bawl) n. A Jewish party or dance held on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day. Also: Matzo Ball.

Example Citations:

My brother Adam told me that it was traditional to hold Christmas Eve parties among Jewish singles living in Manhattan in the 1990s — after all, the following day was a day off from work. The parties were for Jews because Christians were assumed to be with their families on Christmas Eve. These parties were called "Matzoh Balls."
—Mitch Wagner, "Christmas for Jews," Monkeys in My Pants (http://blog.mitchwagner.com/), November 23, 2003 

On the other side of town, at Club Medusa in Belltown, close to 500 Jews, aged 21 to 40, will gather for the annual "Matzoh Ball," a Christmas Eve social dance held in cities across the country.
—Jason Margolis, "Non-Christians gather to pray, to socialize or to help the needy," The Seattle Times, December 24, 2002 

Earliest Citation:

What started as an annual Christmas eve party, a "Matzo Ball," has evolved into a big boogie and social phenomenon that attracts Jews from as far as Rhode Island and Maine.
—Desiree French, "Bringing Jewish singles together," The Boston Globe, July 17, 1989 




9. See box: 

	Neo-creo (NEE.oh CREE.oh) n. A person who believes in a form of creationism in which the variety and scope of life is said to be the result of intelligent design rather than natural selection. 

Example Citation:

In the early 1990's, however, a new breed of creationists appeared. These "neo-creos," as they have been called, are no Dogpatch hayseeds. They have Ph.D.'s and occupy positions at some of the better universities. The case they make against Darwinism does not rest on the authority of Scripture; rather, it proceeds from premises that are scientific and philosophical, invoking esoteric ideas in molecular biology, information theory and the logic of hypothesis testing.
—Jim Holt, "Supernatural Selection," The New York Times, April 14, 2002

Earliest Citation:

Since Darwin, the evidence for these relationships has been stunningly confirmed as scientists have probed more deeply. The bands on the chromosomes of humans and chimpanzees are strikingly similar. The genetic data that are pouring in from contemporary sequencing support just the relationships that evolutionists have inferred. That's why there's no scientific controversy about common descent, the fact of evolution. When pressed, even neo-creos (such as Michael Behe, the author of Darwin's Black Box) admit this.
—Phillip E. Johnson and Philip Kitcher, "Should Evolution Be Taught in Schools?," Slate Magazine, August 17, 1999 




10. See box:

	Neurotheology (noo.roh.THEE.awl.uh.jee; TH as in thin) n. The scientific study of religious or spiritual feelings. Also: neuro-theology.
—neurotheologian n. 

Example Citations:

It is here that they have agreed to try to relive unio mystica, a religious experience so intense that Christians profess to sense their Lord as a physical presence. The nuns hope to help Montreal neuroscientist Mario Beauregard uncover just what happens in their brains when they feel the hand of God. 

Their openness to scientific examination is a sign of a relatively recent rapprochement between science and religion, especially in the new field of neurotheology, which uses the tools of psychology and neuroscience to probe the neural underpinnings of religious experience
—Anne McIlroy, "Hard-Wired for God," The Globe and Mail, December 6, 2003 

What all the new research shares is a passion for uncovering the neurological underpinnings of spiritual and mystical experiences—for discovering, in short, what happens in our brains when we sense that we "have encountered a reality different from—and, in some crucial sense, higher than—the reality of every- day experience," as psychologist David Wulff of Wheaton College in Massachusetts puts it. In neurotheology, psychologists and neurologists try to pinpoint which regions turn on, and which turn off, during experiences that seem to ex- ist outside time and space.
—Sharon Begley, "Religion And The Brain," Newsweek, May 7, 2001 

Earliest Citation:

—James B. Ashbrook, ""Mind" as humanizing the brain: Toward a neurotheology of meaning," Zygon, September 1, 1997 




11. See box: 

	Pope verb. To convert to Catholicism. 

Example Citation:

"Though Buckley quotes large numbers of Protestants in this book, they are mostly Protestants who 'poped' (converted to Catholicism)...and whose 'poping' stemmed more from thoughtful consideration than any sudden access of irresistible grace."
—William R. Everdell, The New York Times Book Review 




12. See box: 

	Prayer beeper noun. A beeper supplied to a patient and which displays a page for that patient after another person prays for them 

Example Citation:

"The prayer beeper Schroeter uses works like this: Her church, the Most Pure Heart of Mary in Topeka, leases about 50 pagers and gives them to people who need prayer. 
[image: image1.png]



Anybody — friends, relatives, strangers — can pray for the ill person. After praying, they dial up the patient's pager and leave a code number, 888, which means heaven has been invoked on their behalf."
—George Bullard, "Prayers for sick a beeper away," The Detroit News, April 30, 2000 




13. See box: 

	Prayer warrior noun. A person who prays for someone who is ill in an attempt to alleviate or cure the disease. 

Example Citation:
"A mild-mannered Catholic who has spent the past 30 years devising an intensive healing technique he calls 'soaking prayer,' [Francis] MacNutt, 72, claims that his ecumenical Christian staff of 'prayer warriors' has helped bring about cures for hundreds of people, of everything from depression to cancer, using prayer sessions that can last for hours or even days."
—Hampton Sides, "Faith Is an Experiment," The New York Times 




14. See box: 

	Soul proprietor (SOHL pruh.pry.uh.tur) n. A businessperson or entrepreneur who balances work with emotional and spiritual growth.
—soul proprietorship n. 

Example Citation:
He says coaching reflects an accommodation of sorts between baby boomers' 1960s pursuit of personal knowledge and their 1990s pursuit of personal wealth. Bringing those urges into alignment is the secret. "If every part of your life is working in balance, you will be more successful," he says. Another executive coach I met, Wendy Wallbridge of San Francisco, coaches businesspeople to become what she calls "soul proprietors."
—Daniel Pink, Free Agent Nation, Warner Books, 2001 

Earliest Citation:
In a copyrighted essay titled "Soul Proprietors," Mahon talks about the "four Ps." 

— Pausing: Time to reflect and pull away from the constant barrage of marketing-oriented messages. 

— (A)ppreciating: "We have become very good in the age of science and technology at knowing things, but we're not really very wise at making connections anymore." 

— Praying: "Absent the ability to modify or walk away from or transform one's stressful workplace, the best way to survive today is to learn some relaxation technique and practice it toward mastery." 

— Participating: "Is it entirely appropriate to sink so much engineering skills into developing seventh- and eighth-generation microprocessors when 70 to 80 percent of the world's people have an immediate need simply for clean drinking water?" —Robert Bellinger, "EEs contemplate stress in classes at archdiocese's center," Electronic Engineering Times, March 2, 1998 

Also: 

Sunset Hill, with just over 100 graves, is the first Ohio college cemetery to be registered with the state under a law recently enacted to provide a statewide listing of graveyards...The task of filling out Denison's registration forms fell to Debra Stickley, financial services manager. The problem was determining how to categorize the cemetery's ownership, she said. 

''We couldn't figure out how to classify it. We aren't a corporation, and it isn't owned by a family or one person,'' Stickley said. 

She and the Commerce Department settled on the designation of ''sole proprietorship.'' However, the registration certificate issued June 7 classified the school as ''soul'' proprietor.
—Donna Glenn, "Cemetery shows Denison's history," The Columbus Dispatch, July 17, 1993 




15. See box:

	Sportianity noun. Christianity as practiced by members of professional sports teams. 

Example Citation:

"In 'Two-Point Conversion' [Marjorie Garber] tracks links between organized sports and evangelical Christianity ('God has had His hand on this football team,' a Jacksonville Jaguars quarterback tells a reporter)....From the foothold of 'sportianity' she jumps to the subject of Jewish assimilation..."
—Liesl Schillinger, "2 Thine Own Self B True," The New York Times 




16. See box:

	Talibanisation (tal.ee.ban.uh.ZAY.shun) n. The rise of extremist, fundamentalist groups within an Islamic society. 

Example Citations:

A greater tragedy for Pakistan might be lying within itself. In seeking glory in Afghanistan, Islamabad may have allowed the creation of a seamless web of connections between the Taliban and the rising extremist Islamic groups within Pakistan. 

As Pakistan seeks to cope with the fall-out from Afghanistan, the "Talibanisation" of Pakistan may now be well under way.
"Holy terror — Pakistan in a cleft stick," The Hindu, August 22, 1998 

The virtual Talibanisation of the community has, however, not elicited much response from the state's major political parties. They seem keen not to offend the Muslim groups.
—M.G. Radhakrishnan, "Kerala: Fettered by Dogma," India Today, February 15, 1998 

Earliest Citation:

Today, from Brixton to Cape Town, from Port of Spain to Miami, from Burma to Sydney, there are millions of young men who have grown up under a Christian parliamentary democracy or else some form of Stalinist dictatorship. Both systems have lost the confidence of young men and women such as my Trinidadian friend. They fall easy prey to simplistic interpretation of the Koran. The Americans, the Saudis and the Pakistanis have provided the facilities once offered by the Libyans to transform this mass into active propagandists of Sharia law. 

The "Talibanisation", to coin a word, of the dissenting legions of third-world young men is on the agenda.
—Darcus Howe, "When devout men come preaching against the evils of kickbacks and sleazeballs and political corruption, the message has global appeal," New Statesman, October 11, 1996 




17. See box:

	Theocon (THEE.oh.kawn; TH as is thin) n. A conservative who believes that religion should play a major role in forming and implementing public policy. Also: theo-con. 

Example Citation:

Libertarians distrust Bush's tough law enforcement measures; neocons have split with the White House over foreign policy; cultural pessimists underestimated America's spirit; theocons still embrace public religion, a concept instantly outdated by Sept. 11.
—Jeremy Derfner, Bryan Curtis, Joshua Foer, "Cracks in the GOP," Slate Magazine, December 3, 2001 

Earliest Citation:

The neoconservatives believe that America is special because it was founded on an idea—a commitment to the rights of man embodied in the Declaration of Independence—not in ethnic or religious affiliations. The theocons, too, argue that America is rooted in an idea, but they believe that idea is Christianity.
—Jacob Heilbrun, "Neocon v. Theocon," The New Republic, December 12, 1996 
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